M.D.II
In by a supersyringe through step-by-step inflation-deflation (100 ml step) and the volume pressure curve was then drawn manuall'
The lung volume at 10 cm HO PEEP was computed adding to the measured FRC the volume computed on the inflation limb of the V/P curve to reach 10 cm HO pressure. 
Edwards)
and cardiac index (CI) was competed. 
CT Scan Analysis
The method we used for CT scan analysis has been described elsewhere" and will be only summarized herein. systems (see Table 1 ). (Tables  2 and 3 ). The physiologic parameters in Table 3 
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